
 
 

This little piggy went to a resort 
 

August 23, 2008  

With her five-star baby, Sheriden Rhodes surveys the world's best luxury holidays with children. 

There are many luxury properties around the world that pride themselves on being family-friendly but 

few are, in practice, as comfortable caring for children as their parents. 

Many hotels have spa treatments, Egyptian linen and impeccable service but put little thought into the 

needs of travelling families, says Wendy Buckley, whose Travel With Kidz agency specialises in five-star 

family holidays. 

She believes there are fewer than 50 hotels in the world that cater for children specifically and, of them, 

most concentrate on the over-fives. Just as surprisingly, she says, many luxurious new resorts and hotels 

have only a small number of interconnecting rooms - a necessity for parents wanting to sleep in a 

separate room. 

She notes a trend for younger parents to eschew the creche, favouring instead "going behind the scenes 

at the hotel, mixing with the Masai, taking cooking classes". 

Here's a shortlist of some of the best five-star stays with children. 

The One&Only Reethi Rah, Maldives 

This six-star resort ensures the luxe experience starts the moment the family boards the island launch at 

Male Airport. The property features beautiful gardens, 12 white sandy beaches, a lap pool voted the 

world's sexiest, and unprecedented privacy, with 20 metres between each villa. 

Much thought has gone into the resort's complimentary KidsOnly clubhouse, which has a dining area, 

menu, swimming pool shaded by coconut trees, computer stations, baby room, arts and crafts and 

sporting facilities. 

There are also organised cookery classes, drama workshops and fun activities for kids to share with their 

parents, such as family fitness challenges, mother-daughter yoga, father-son tennis and family fishing. 

Rates start at $US780 ($900) a night for a beach villa, which sleeps two adults and one child; other villas 

sleep up to four children. The duplex beach villas, two separate villas connected by a walkway, and the 

grand beach villas with two bedrooms can accommodate up to four children. KidsOnly caters for 

children aged 4-11. 

See http://www.oneandonlyresorts.com. 



Jean-Michel Cousteau Resort, Fiji 

Many properties in Fiji cater for families - Fijians are renowned for their love of kids - but few get the 

balance right between child-friendliness and adult comfort. Some are so overrun by children that meal 

times resemble feeding time at the zoo. 

The understated Jean-Michel Cousteau Resort, however, manages to offer island indulgence for adults 

and one of the best kids' clubs in the South Pacific. On a coconut plantation on the island of Vanua Levu, 

the property overlooks Savusavu Bay. There are 25 spacious thatched bures with garden or ocean views, 

including the Villa, which won Fiji's leading suite in last year's World Travel Awards. 

The Bula Club is free for children under 13 and has two daily programs of activities based on age: up to 

seven, and eight- to 13-year-olds. One nanny is assigned exclusively to each child under five. The club 

stays open until 9pm. There are enriching activities that teach younger guests about Fijian culture and 

the island environment, from coral reef exploration to coconut-leaf weaving. 

All-inclusive rates for two adults and two children start at $908 a night for a garden-view bure. 

See http://www.fijiresort.com. 

Kourawhero Country Lodge, New Zealand 

When you think of farm-stay holidays, rustic is the word that springs to mind. And when you think of 

New Zealand's super lodges, children don't necessarily fit into the picture of port by the fire and 

degustation dinners. 

The new Kourawhero Country Lodge in the burgeoning Matakana wine region, an hour's drive north of 

Auckland, sits somewhere in the middle. Run by Michael and Jenni Shah, who have three children, the 

lodge is as luxurious as any of the super lodges but has plenty of room for children to run free. It has 18 

suites built in pairs that are spread across the property with expansive rural views. Many of the suites 

have interconnecting rooms, so parents and children can sleep separately. The main house has a warm, 

relaxed feel with comfy lounges, open fires and soaring ceilings. 

There are special kids' tours where young guests can feed kune kune pigs, a native breed, and collect 

free-range eggs. 

"There is masses of space for kids to run around and they love joining our property manager, who is a 

grandfather of nine, for guided bush walks," Michael says. 

Rates for two adults and two children (aged 7-15) are from $NZ1388 ($1133) including dinner, bed and 

breakfast. See http://www.kourawhero.co.nz. 

Hayman Island, Queensland 

The luxury island was named Australasia's leading family resort in this year's World Travel Awards, so we 

test it by taking our three-month-old daughter on a visit with us. 

We fly to Hamilton Island and our luggage, including hefty pram, is transferred to the Hayman boat, 

making it a breeze for new parents like us. Within hours of leaving winter at home, we are sipping a 

glass of wine while whale spotting on the way to the island. With check-in completed aboard, we are 

soaking up the sun moments after stepping ashore on a lovely curve of beach framed by coconut trees. 



The pool rooms, which overlook the famous lagoon-style Hayman swimming pool (seven times Olympic 

size), and the elegant lagoon suites, with separate bedroom and views over the Coral Sea, are the most 

popular choices with families. On arrival we find everything we need already set up in our lagoon suite, 

including cot, microwave, sterilising bag and swimming nappies. 

Children are made to feel welcome and young guests love Hernando's Hideaway, a cottage surrounded 

by lush gardens that houses the Kids' Club (5-12-year-olds) and creche (six weeks to five years). 

Babysitting is also available. 

Hayman's manager, Terri Bevan, says water sports - snorkelling, speedboat rides and pool hopping - are 

a big hit with children, as are the etiquette classes run in the resort's Fontaine Restaurant during school 

holidays. "We show kids how to set up a table with white linen and cutlery, teach them about table 

manners and encourage them with basic grooming." 

With children in good hands, parents can relax in Spa Chakra, play tennis, bushwalk to Blue Pearl Bay, 

sip on a cocktail while overlooking Hayman Beach, or have a romantic dinner for two. If only all family 

holidays were that easy. 

Hayman has a family winter escape from $680 a night (minimum three-night stay), including 

accommodation in a pool room, breakfast and meals for children up to four, plus 50 per cent off a 

second room for kids. 

See http://www.hayman.com.au. 

Travel With Kidz specialises in five-star family holidays (www.travelwithkidz.com.au) and works closely 

with Child Wise (www.childwise.net), a global non-profit organisation that aims to implement child-

protection policies in hotels and resorts worldwide. Child Wise urges carers to be vigilant. Jetstar's new 

website http://www.jetstar.com/familytravel has holiday ideas and tips for travelling with children. 

Sheriden Rhodes travelled courtesy of Hayman Island and Jetstar. 


